+ with wookend broaks

rurs a mewiterranean
break is synonymous
with sun, sea and Sangria.

But for the discerning traveller
the Catalonian capital of Barcelona
offers so much mare.

With budget airlines tempting us
in an ever
increasing array of exotic destina-
lions it is easy to forget mara tradi-
lional city break destinations,

Aftor all, why should you follow
the hordes heading to Paris, Rome
ar Barcelona when you can jet off to
new and exciting global hot spots
such as Prague, Dubai or Taronto?

But remember, those first threa
cities did nat become classic week-
ond destinations by sheor luck or
simple geography.

Barcelona is the perfect exampla
of 8 city which has attracted mil-
lions of tourists bocause of the
unigue mix of culture, world
famous architecturs and tantalis-

B IDEAL BASE... The Hotel AC Miramar,

ing snapshot of continental-styla
urban living it offers.

Our two-night bresk began on
Friday as a taxi whisked us
through the dark Barcelona sub-
urbs before deposiling us outside
the AC Miramar hotal.

The convarted palace aits atop tha
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Montjuic mountain high above the
quaint plazes and winding streets
of Barcelona's Gothic quarter.

From there it commands majestic
views of the city's harbour and
many landmarks.

The hotel, which formarly housad
television and radio recording stu-
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dios, was inducted into tha olito hot
list last year, cementing its place as
ona of the world's top hotels.

It would be perfectly easy to snub
the city on your doorstep and
spend the whole weekend luxuri-
ating in the hotel’s two pools and
spa and eating at the first-rate
Forastiar restaurant an sita,

For those who can tear them-
golves away from their opulent
accommodation the city balow
offers a lreasura trove of culture
and history to explora.

Cal Pep has an international repu-
tation as erguably Barcelone's
finest tapas bar and is wall worth
sampling, providing you do not
mind waiting to get in.

It is also located near a host of
bars whero you can prolong your
first evening into the small hours.

‘Wo startod Saturday with a trip to
the Morcat de la Boqueria, an
absolute must if you want an
authentic tasta of city life.

The bustling market plece, locat-
ad just off Las Ramblas, is home to
nearly 1,000 traders, whose colour-
ful stalls are laden with a mouth-
watering nrray of frosh food which
had oven this most roluctant cook
wishing he had his saucepans
handy.

Another way to enjoy the uniquo
feel of Barcelana is to wander
down Las Ramblas - the Gothic
quarter's central promenade.

Amidst tho tacky souvenir ven-
dors and charming market stalls
are an army of street entertainers
sager to delight you for a small {ee.

Be warned though - thoy do net
take kindly to sightsears wha try to







